
 

 

 

 

 

April 28, 2010 

Via Hand Delivery 

The Honorable Bobby L. Rush, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and 
Consumer Protection 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2416 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
The Honorable Ed Whitfield, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and 
Consumer Protection 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2370 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Representative Rush and Representative Whitfield: 

 In advance of your upcoming hearing on the Consumer Product Safety Enhancement Act, 
we are writing to provide some views on this proposed “fix” to some of the identified problems 
and unintended consequences of the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 
(CPSIA). 

 First, we are deeply disappointed in the proposed revisions to the lead exemption process 
set forth in Section 101 of CPSIA.  Our industry supports an exemption process that is based on 
sound science.  That approach is not reflected in the proposed legislation.  As we have indicated 
in prior communications to this Committee, exposure to elements of concern, not total content, is 
the best measure of potential risk of lead and other materials.  Our association and our members 
have supported common sense exclusions from total lead limits, consistently opposing a standard 
of “zero” migration for crystal or any other material, since that standard does not reflect the 
actual data.  If a product or material does not pose a health risk under reasonably foreseeable use 
and abuse conditions, including mouthing or accidental ingestion, it should be entitled to benefit 
from an exemption.  We believe crystal is a material that would meet such a test.   

 We also stress the importance of uniform national standards on matters of product safety.  
We urge Congress to emphasize that on matters of product safety, national, common sense, 
science-based standards must rule.  Businesses cannot survive in this challenging economic 
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climate in an environment where standards and rules may constantly change and science may be 
ignored. 

 Finally, we also urge that Congress promote adoption of alternative, non-destructive 
testing for all businesses. This will help reduce the burden of testing and will help us all provide 
safe but affordable products to American consumers. 

 Nothing is more important to jewelry businesses than the safety of our customers.  In all 
areas of jewelry safety, we continue to support science-based standards grounded in 
considerations of overall public health and safety. 
 
     Respectfully submitted,     
    

 
Michael Gale, Executive Director 
Fashion Jewelry Trade Association 

 
 

cc: The Honorable Henry Waxman, Chairman 
   Committee on Energy and Commerce 

 
The Honorable Joe Barton, Ranking Member 
   Committee on Energy and Commerce 
 
The Honorabe John D. Dingell, Chairman Emeritus 
   Committee on Energy and Commerce 
 
Chairman Inez Tenenbaum, U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Commissioner Robert Adler, U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Commissioner Thomas Moore, U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Commissioner Nancy Nord, U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Commissioner Anne Northup, U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Sheila A. Millar, Keller and Heckman LLP 
 

   
   


